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South Harrison welcomes the return of 
the Silent Mentors in Literacy Educa-
tion (S.M.I.L.E.) program. Adrienne and 

her dog Brody, a trained pet therapy team, 
will visit once a month to provide opportu-
nities for students to practice their reading 
to a captive audience. So what did students 
think after the fi rst visit? One student said, “I 
thought reading with Brody was awesome. I 
really liked it because I love dogs and I think 
it is good to push up our reading skills. Bro-
dy is kind and sweet. He is a good listener!”

Another student said, “I thought reading 
to the dog was so fun. I think Brody is so 
sweet and funny!” The goal of the S.M.I.L.E. 
program is to improve, encourage and 

nurture the 
literacy skills 
of children 
with the help 
of certifi ed 
therapy pets. 
There are 
dozens of 
pet therapy 
teams in the 
FURever as 
Friends orga-
nization comprised of dedicated volunteers 
who make “Pets Helping People” possible. 
Want to know more? 

Check out www.FUReverasfriends.org. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

As I sit and write my monthly greet-
ing while the snow continues to 
fall, I can’t help but feel betrayed 

by Punxsutawney Phil. On February 2nd, 
the world’s most famous groundhog 
emerged from his cage, amidst a throng 
of paparazzi, looked around a bit, and be-
fore he could make his grand escape, the 
emcee announced, “There is no shadow 
to be cast! An early spring is my forecast!”

As legend has it, when Punxsutawney Phil 
fails to see his shadow, spring will come 
early. But today’s forecast has called for 
more snow, a bitter disappointment for 
me and I can’t help but feel as though 
that famous groundhog let me down. My 
expectations were not met.

For the students who attend South Harri-
son Elementary, they are confronted with 
expectations all the time. Expectations of 
their teachers, their parents, their friends, 
and so on. Life has its challenges but 
failing to live up to someone’s expecta-
tions, especially someone you care for 
or admire, can add a lot of stress to our 
young students’ lives. 

Although I was bitterly disappointed this 
morning over the apparent promise that 
winter will continue, Punxsutawney Phil 
seems unfazed by his failure to meet my 
expectations. And the lesson here, as told 
by legendary coach John Wooden, “how 
silly it is to live and die on the expecta-
tions of others.”

Wooden tells a story about when his 
UCLA men’s basketball team captured 
their eighth national championship, as 
a follow up to a disappointing loss in 
double overtime the year before. At the 
buzzer, one of Wooden’s boosters ran 
onto the court and shouted, “Congratula-
tions Coach! You let us down last year, but 
we got ‘em this time.”

Wooden talks about expectations and 
found it odd that he failed to meet his 
continued on page 3
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DECEMBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Frank Damminger
Sophia Verdinelli

Second Grade
Jason Dolce

Jaiden Palmer
Rebecca Small

 
Third Grade

Sofi a Mazzeo
Luca Bove

Gabriella Lisi

Fourth Grade 
Abbigayle Bailey

Sydnee Fisher
Abigail Riedl

Fifth Grade
Lily Miranda
Anna Snyder

Janelle Constantino

Sixth Grade
Karl Bloomfi eld

Claire Mathis
Emma Fretz

Art 
Marissa Masano

Music
Jeff  Heineman

Computers
Jordan Zimmer

Media Center
Gabriella Shulman

Physical Education
Olivia Carbone

World Culture
Lacie Law

DECEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Emma Campbell

Second Grade
Wil Finnan

 
Third Grade

Sevin O’Connor

Fourth Grade 
Harley DeFay

Fifth Grade
Andrew Altmann

Sixth Grade
Charlie DiCarlo
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booster’s expectations. The lesson here is this, the 
next time you’ve worked hard, done your best, and 
still find that someone is unhappy with you, remem-
ber Punxsutawney Phil. He too failed to meet some-
one’s expectations.

On behalf of the Board of Education and our admin-
istrative team, we wish you a safe winter season, 
regardless of how long, or short, Punxsutawney Phil 
says it is.

Very truly yours,

 

Dr. James J. Lavender

Superintendent of Schools 

continued from page 1

Kingsway’s proposed facility 
infrastructure improvement 
plan, scheduled for referendum 

on March 8th, has certainly created 
a buzz throughout the community. 
Several of the District’s public 
presentations solicited community 
feedback and many have asked, 
“what’s the tax impact?” 

Kingsway, which has always been 
good stewards of public funds, 
and has the cost effi  ciencies to 
prove it, has put before the voters 
a referendum that addresses the 
remaining needs of the district in 
a cost-eff ective way. If we put this 
in real terms, the tax impact on the 
average assessed home is equivalent 
to a Venti White Chocolate Mocha at 
Starbucks ($4.75) and about half the 
cost of an 18” Cheese Pizza at Pizza 
Villa in Swedesboro ($13.95).

Using average assessed home values in each of the towns you are looking 
at a monthly cost of $4.78 in Swedesboro; $6.02 in East Greenwich; $7.26 in 
Woolwich; and $8.34 in South Harrison. That’s it. For less than $10 a month 
Kingsway would have the opportunity to complete the last of its expansion 
eff orts to meet the needs of Kingsway’s student population. After this, Kingsway 
is fi nished expanding its current middle and high school campus and will meet 
the needs of just under 1,000 students who participate in 35 interscholastic 
athletic programs and marching band.

So what does Kingsway get for a few dollars a month? An improved 8-lane 
rubberized surface track; the conversion of two grass fi elds to multi-sport 
synthetic turf fi elds; the construction of a new bus maintenance garage; 
dedicated storage space for marching band; expansion of locker rooms on the 
fi eld house; improvements to our discus, shot put, long & high jump, and javelin 
fi eld events; and more. 

As a Group 4 School (Group 5 in Football and Wrestling), Kingsway’s student-
athletes are competing with Group 2 resources. Kingsway competes against 
Shawnee, Cherokee, Seneca, Williamstown, Washington Twp., Eastern Regional, 
and more. This project not only resolves a number of critical issues facing the 
district but literally evens the playing fi eld for our student athletes. 

In addition to previous public presentations, district offi  cials will be on hand to 
present to the community on Saturday, February 13th at 9:00 a.m. in the Eitel 
Theater and again on Thursday, February 25th at 8:00 p.m. in the high school’s 
Café West.

For more information regarding this project please visit the website by clicking 
HERE.

WHAT CAN YOU GET 
FOR FIVE DOLLARS?

To review Bond Referendum FAQs, 
click HERE.

Wednesday, 
February 17, 2016

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.krsd.org//cms/lib8/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/355/Kingsway+Bond+Referendum+FAQ+-+2-11-16.pdf
http://www.krsd.org/domain/355
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Dear Parents and Guardians:

We are pleased to announce that South Harrison will soon 
be implementing a new math intervention program called 
i-Ready Diagnostic and Instruction that will provide our 

students with an innovative diagnostic assessment and engaging 
instruction. As a Response to Intervention (RTI) Tier 2 intervention, 
i-Ready Diagnostic 
will assist our RTI 
interventionists to 
eff ectively assess 
students and pro-
vide individualized 
instruction based 
on each student’s unique needs.  Students identifi ed as struggling 
in math will be given an adaptive assessment, which automatically 
adjusts the diffi  culty of questions to each student’s performance 
in order to determine his or her abilities.  This assessment will be 
given during the designated RTI period, and based on the results, 
he or she will be assigned online instruction to support his or her 
progress in mastering skills. In addition, i-Ready Diagnostic and In-
struction provides a series of comprehensive reports detailing data 
about student performance, teaching suggestions, and download-
able lesson plans that are designed for each child.

The online instruction is both challenging and engaging using 
contemporary animation, avatars, and real-world scenarios; mak-
ing it interactive. The lessons will hold your child’s interest, while 
delivering and teaching important skills and concepts. Students 
are assessed at the end of each lesson to support ongoing, tailored 
instruction.

Professional development was provided to our math intervention-
ists, and the entire staff  during the in-service on February 12th. If 
your child has been selected to participate in the RTI program for 
math during the next cycle, you will receive a letter detailing his or 
her eligibility determination.

Anyone interested in learning more about i-Ready Diagnostic and 
Instruction may visit the Curriculum Associates website at 
www.CurriculumAssociates.com. As always, you may contact me 
with any questions, as my door is always open.

 Very truly yours,

 Corinne Mesmer, Principal

NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

On December 17th, our Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grade chorus 
walked to the Municipal Building to perform for the Senior 
Citizens’ Holiday Lun-

cheon. The children had a fun 
time performing their Winter 
Concert songs for the seniors. 
We were accompanied by Mrs. 
Crouch and sixth grader, Maya 
Brown. The senior citizens 
rewarded us with goodie bags of 
cookies and candy.

STUDENTS ENTERTAIN AT SENIOR LUNCHEON
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Testing Information:
• Students will complete no more than one unit per day
• Students will have between 80 and 110 minutes to 

 complete each unit
• For grades 3-5, the ELA portion is comprised of 3 units

 and the mathematics portion is comprised of 4 units
• For grade 6, the ELA portion is comprised of 3 units

 and the mathematics portion is comprised of 3 units
• 

*PLEASE NOTE: All make-up testing will occur after the regu-

lar administration has concluded.

GREATSCHOOLS & PARCC LAUNCH PARENT GUIDE

2016 PARCC TESTING SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED

PARCC Consortium member states have partnered with Great-
Schools to launch the Great Schools Test Guide for Parents, 
a new resource to assist parents in helping their children 

prepare academically for the next grade level and for college and 
careers. 

The guide provides information about what children need to know 
and be able to do at each grade level and how to support children 
at home, based on how they performed on the PARCC assessment. 
It also explains what knowledge and skills are needed for each area 
of the test and which parts are especially tough for kids, while off er-
ing easy ways to boost skills. For resources and additional informa-
tion, visit the GreatSchools website at: 
http://www.greatschools.org.

South Harrison Township Elementary School
PARCC Assessment Testing Dates

English/Language Arts (ELA)
(Grades 3, 4, 5, and 6)

May 2 – May 10, 2016

Mathematics 
(Grades 3, 4, 5, and 6)

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK  
February 29th 

Ready, get set, READ! 
Take the pledge HERE. 

http://www.readacrossamerica.org/
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TEAMING AND PARITY IN THE INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM

6

by Kathryn Fransko, Instructional Supervisor, Special Education

Teaming is a co-teaching approach in which both the gen-
eral educator and special educator take central roles in the 
delivery of instruction. For example, the general educator 

may provide students with directions for an activity, while the 
special educator may emphasize learning strategies by showing the 
whole class how to break down the complex directions into more 
manageable “chunks.”  It is essentially a seamless dance or back-
and-forth exchange between the two teachers: Teachers fi nish each 
other’s sentences, pick up where one leaves off , interject to pro-
vide clarifi cation, and challenge each other to create intrigue and 
moments for critical thinking. “Class, was Mrs. Smith right, or did she 
skip a step? Was there another way that she could have solved that 
problem that she just modeled for us?”

 The coveted 50/50 sharing in the delivery of instruction is the epit-
ome of “teaming” in the inclusive classroom, but there are a number 
of challenges to overcome before the 50/50 threshold is crossed. 
How do they get there? How can 
co-teaching partners convey to 
students that their teaching relation-
ship is truly collaborative; that it is a 
partnership based on parity? In new 
co-teaching environments and part-
nerships, teaming starts with “the 
little things”: displaying both teach-
ers’ names on the board, seeing both 
teachers’ handwriting on students’ 
assignments, establishing space 
for both teachers in the classroom; 
and yes, even ensuring that both 
teachers have “adult-sized” furniture 
in their elementary classrooms.  This 
is the starting place for parity. 

Generally, true teaming takes time to develop. This makes sense, be-
cause teaming requires openness, honesty, and risk-taking. It’s one 

teacher having the confi dence and conviction to chime in and share 
in the delivery of the content. In brand new partnerships, teaming 
can be a rarity. However, at South Harrison, our co-teaching part-
ners have dived enthusiastically into their new roles. In less than 6 
short months since they were born, these pairings have fl ourished 
into collaborative partnerships. Teaming is happening! While one 
teacher provides notes, the other models notes on the board and 
interjects with clarifi cation. While one teacher models and explains 
one way to solve a problem, the other models and explains an addi-
tional way to solve the problem. 

South Harrison’s move to inclusion and the development of 
co-teaching partnerships 
is supported by monthly to 
bimonthly co-teaching “Round-
tables,” where all co-teaching 
partners come together with 
the support of administra-
tion to refl ect on co-teaching 
models, celebrate progress, and 
identify needs for future profes-
sional development. Already, 
our teachers are beginning to 
see the value in teaming. Their 
current progress echoes the 
words of scholar Carol Ann 
Tomlinson: “Our work was a 
bit like playing jazz in that we each learned to happily play in the 
playground when the other was ready to riff . We came to under-
stand the importance of both the soloist and the sustainer in paired 
teaching. We become both comfortable and skilled in shifting roles.” 

Though the inclusive classroom setting and co-teaching partner-
ships are still relatively new at South Harrison, the progress toward 
parity and teaming is evident—and worth celebrating! 

Tomlinson, C. A. (2015, December/January). Teaching in Tandem: A 
Refl ection. Educational Leadership; 73(4), 90-91.

By David Inzinna (Grades K-2  G&T)

The Gifted and Talented program for the primary grades 
continues this year with the addition of Kindergarten.  Stu-
dents in grades K-2 will receive G&T instruction as a full class 

exploring themes in science. These programs help to develop skills 
including critical thinking, presentation, and creative problem solv-
ing and working together as a team. All lessons touch upon 21st 
Century Learning Goals. 

Kindergarten students are currently exploring the theme of family. 
They are currently in the process of constructing their own family 
tree!  Further themes such as food, neighborhoods and amazing 
creatures, will enhance what they are learning in the classroom.

First grade students are becoming young zoologists! They are clas-
sifying animal species starting with identifying animals as verte-
brate or invertebrate. Throughout the year students will learn how 
to classify animals into categories such as mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and fi sh. These young scientists will be prepared for 
their trip to the Camden aquarium at the end of the year!

Second grade students are investigating how energy eff ects the 
world around us. Students are making hypotheses and conduct-
ing experiments throughout the year. Currently they are studying 
motion, with the infl uence of Sir Isaac Newton’s laws of motion. 
Later in the year they will focus on how energy is transferred such 
as sound and light.

SOUTH HARRISON GIFTED & TALENTED
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by Rachael Anderson, K-5 Instructional Supervisor

This month’s article related to “growing” readers through the 
grades focuses on the role of attention and comprehension in 
the reading process.

There has been a lot of attention in the past on the eff ect attention 
has on learning for students who have “defi cits” in attention. Over 
the years teachers have worked with students with this learning 
profi le and learned that strategies used with this population—
structuring a lesson so information in broken into smaller chunks, 
using a multisensory approach, and repetition—also work for many 
other populations such as English Language Learners and students 
who need more support.

In reading, an ability to pay attention to the details in the text is 
critical regardless of how you learn. Parents can help to build focus, 
attention, and comprehension by using a number of strategies 
described in this article.  It is important to begin by structuring any/
all reading experiences so it allows for students to focus without 
distractions and thus enhance comprehension. Therefore it is best 
to read with a child in a location conducive to listening such as a 
quiet, cozy place. It is not optimal to read, for example, in a room 
when a television is playing.

In the reading process parents can teach students to attend to de-
tails in a story by modeling how to listen for information as a story 
is read. For example, the reader of a story may say, “Let’s listen to the 
next page and fi nd out why Little Bear is sad. ”This strategy sets an 
objective for the child as they listen and helps them to sift through 
all the information shared in the story in order to answer the ques-
tion posed. Another strategy to build attention and comprehension 
is to break information into smaller pieces. 

For example: if your child has diffi  culty remembering details or 
information in a page of material, suggest trying to read only one 
paragraph at a time before discussing what was read. An addition-
al way to ensure comprehension is to give your child directions, 
making eye contact while speaking clearly and concisely and then 
asking them to repeat what you asked them to do. These strategies 
will help your child to focus attention to details in a text and thus 
enhance their understanding of content.

Consistency helps memory. At school, classrooms have a rhythm 
and pattern to the day. Students typically know when they will 
participate in circle time, a math lesson, snack, and so forth be-
cause they follow the same daily schedule. Parents with younger 
children often have routines that remain consistent at home such 
as toys in the same location and going to bed at a set time. Parents 
of students needing assistance with reading can also set a value on 
literacy by showing children the values they place on it. This can be 
done by developing routines such as time when no TV is viewed 
and books are read, reading the Sunday newspaper, and giving 
magazines (Ranger Rick, Boys’ Life, TIME for Kids) as gifts. 

If your child learns best with a multisensory approach then ask 
them to trace letters with their fi nger, say the word aloud, and then 
close their eyes to visualize the word before opening them again 
to see if they were correct. If the child does not “hear” individual 
sounds when reading or spell “like it sounds” when writing, ask 
them to tap it out with a beat for each sound. If that does not work, 
give them a picture dictionary and show him/her how to look up 
the words. Practice with text also builds memory and background 
knowledge and in order to do that students must interact with text 
repeatedly. For example, with sight words, children are much more 
likely to put the word in their long-term memory if they have multi-
ple opportunities to interact with the words they are trying to learn.

An important part of all learning is to guide your child to under-
stand their own learning style. For example, if your child is moti-
vated by a concrete display of learning, then writing sight words 
learned on an index card and adding it to a stack of known words 
can serve as a motivator as the pile of known words grows. Half the 
battle in assisting children to learn, regardless of the content, is to 
get them to listen. Come to think of it, learning to listen is some-
thing that benefi ts us all.  

Let’s Read Books!

A book to help younger children understanding diffi  culties with 
paying attention is Eukee the Jumpy Jumpy Elephant. Elementary stu-
dents can begin to understand how they think and learn by reading 
Eagle Eyes: A Child’s Guide to Paying Attention. Fictional stories about 
attention problems for elementary school students include Sparky’s 
Excellent Misadventures and Joey Pigza Loses Control. Parents may 
benefi t from reading Power Parenting for Children with ADD/ADHD or 
Driven to Distraction. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL SUPERVISOR
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“Look, listen, learn, lead.”
~Anonymous
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